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State of California

Office of Planning and Research
1400 Tenth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

NOTICE OF COMPLETION
PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Title: Laboratory for Energy-Related Health
Research and South Campus Disposal Site
(LEHR/SCDS) Interim Remedial Actions

Project
Project Location: University of California, Davis
County: Solano

in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources
Code §2100 et seq.), the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14 Code of Regulations Section 1500 et seq.),
and the University of California Procedures for Implementation of CEQA, a Draft Initial Study for
the above-named project was prepared that identifies and evaluates the environmental impact
of the project. The analyses and conclusions in the Draft Initial Study were tiered under the
programmatic Environmental Impact Report prepared for the 1994 UC Davis Long Range
Development Plan (LRDP) (State Clearinghouse #94022005) as revised by the 1997
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Replacement Project EIR (State Clearinghouse
#95123027 and #96072024), in accordance with Section 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines.
Hereafter, references to the 1994 LRDP EIR include the 1994 LRDP EIR as revised by the
1997 WWTP EIR. Based on the Draft Tiered Initial Study, it has been determined that a
Negative Declaration is appropriate for this project. Transmitted herewith are 10 copies of the
Draft Tiered Initial Study, dated April 25, 1997. This letter is intended to serve as the Proposed
Negative Declaration for the project.

The University of California, Davis, proposes to undertake soil and groundwater Interim
Remedial Actions (IRAs), which are near-term chemical release clean-up actions at the
Laboratory for Energy-Related Health Research (LEHR)/South Campus Disposal Site (SCDS)
on the UC Davis campus. The 15-acre LEHR site, currently occupied by the Institute of
Toxicology and Environmental Health Research (ITEH) and the SCDS are located on the South
Campus of UC Davis, south of Interstate 80 and
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before the implementation of any mitigation measures in the 1994 LRDP: geology (increased
exposure to seismic activities), water (increased rates of soil erosion and changes in the
quantity of groundwater); air quality (short-term generation of construction dust); hazards
(exposure to existing hazardous materials during project implementation); noise (increases
during construction activities); biological (potential short-term disturbances of existing
Swainson’s Hawk nest sites and Burrowing owl habitat); and cultural resources (potential
damage to buried cultural resources).

Most of the effects listed above can be mitigated to a level of “less-than-significant” by
mitigation measures adopted in the LRDP EIR and implemented as part of the proposed
project. Cumulative impacts related to construction dust, noise levels, and potential buried
cultural resources, to which the project would contribute, would remain significant and
unavoidable. These significant and unavoidable impacts have been addressed in the findings
and overriding considerations adopted by The Regents in connection with their approval of the
1994 LRDP.

The enclosed Notice of Completion and Environmental Document Transmittal Form will
serve as the Notice of Completion of the proposed Negative Declaration. The anticipated
environmental effects of the project are discussed in the enclosed Draft Tiered Initial Study.
Copies of the Darft Tiered Initial Study and the 1994 UC Davis LRDP EIR may be obtained from
the address below.

We shall appreciate your prompt acknowledgment and processing of this Negative
Declaration/Initial Study. The State and public review period will extend from approximately
April 25, 1997 through May 27, 1997. Please submit your comments to the address below. [f
we may answer any questions about the project, please call Sid England, Environmental

Planner, at (916) 752-2432. "
-/ . @(’-\‘\G
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University of California O@
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Enc. 10 Copies of Draft Tiered Initial Study
1 completed Notice of Completion/Environmental Document Transmittal Form

cc: Notice and copy of Draft Tiered Initial Study sent to addresses on attached list



Notice of Completion Appendix F See NOTE below
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Project Description
See attached Public Notice.

NOTE: Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects. If a SCH number already exists fora project (e.g. from a Notice of Preparation
or previous draft document) please fill it in. Revised October 1985



PUBLIC NOTICE

The University of California, Davis, proposes to undertake soil and groundwater Interim
Remedial Actions (IRAs), which are near-term chemical release clean-up actions at the
Laboratory for Energy-Related Health Research (LEHR)/South Campus Disposal Site (SCDS)
on the UC Davis campus. The 15-acre LEHR site, currently occupied by the Institute of
Toxicology and Environmental Health Research (ITEH) and the SCDS are located on the South
Campus of UC Davis, south of Interstate 80 and east of Old Davis Road. The project site
includes the entire LEHR/SCDS site plus an additional area west of Old Davis Road. The
project site is bounded on the south by South Putah Creek Levee Road, on the east by an
unnamed drainage canal at the eastern campus boundary, on the north by an unnamed road
adjacent to the UC Davis Oncology Laboratory, and extends approximately 50 feet west of Old
Davis Road.

Undertaken consistent with Sections 104 and 106 of the Comprehensive Environmental
Responsibility and Compensation Liability Act (CERCLA), IRAs are intended to prevent,
minimize, or mitigate damage to public health or the environment, which may otherwise result
from a release or threat of a release. IRAs are undertaken when appropriate response actions
are limited in number and reasonably obvious. The proposed project IRAs address existing
chemical and/or radiological releases to soil and groundwater believed to have resulted from
operation of waste disposal areas at LEHR/SCDS site, and the proposed project would reduce
impacts associated with the chemical releases. In agreement with the US Department of
Energy (DOE), UC Davis has assumed the lead role for groundwater remediation activities at
the site, including groundwater cleanup, and remediation of soils in certain areas. The
proposed project is designed to (1) prevent, minimize, or mitigate potential threats to public
health and the environment, (2) remove or contain specific sources of soil contamination
located on the project site, (3) eliminate or substantially decrease potential offsite migration of
constituents of concern through plume containment, (4) reduce the overall mass of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) in groundwater, (5) provide data on treatment effectiveness and
the need for further groundwater remedial action, and (6) provide data on groundwater
reinjection effectiveness.

The following soil and groundwater IRAs are elements of the proposed project designed
to meet the aforementioned objectives and evaluated in the Draft Tiered Initial Study:
[ Excavation and soil removal action to remove laboratory waste from the burial pit
area south of inactive Landfill Unit No. 2 and the southern portion of the eastern
waste trenches.

° Selected excavation and soil removal action to remove chemical waste from the
eastern waste trenches.
° Groundwater pump, treat, and reinject actions to reduce VOCs in groundwater.

This action requires installation of an air-stripping treatment facility
(approximately 32 ft. by 18 ft.), reinjection well, connecting pipes, and a
agricuitural irrigation replacement well.
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I BACKGROUND
1. Name of Project Sponsor: University of California
2, Campus: Davis
3. County: Yolo
4. Address and Phone Number of Campus Contact: Planning and Budget Office
376 Mrak Hall
University of California, Davis
Davis, CA 95616
(916) 752-9259
5. Date Checklist Completed: April 23, 1997
6. Agency Requiring Checklist: University of California
7. Name of Project: Laboratory for Energy-Related Health Research and South
Campus Disposal Site Interim Remedial Actions
8. Name of Program EIR: University of California, Davis 1994
Long Range Development Plan EIR
(State Clearinghouse No. 94022005)
and revised analysis in the
1997 Wastewater Treatment Plant Replacement Project EIR
(State Clearinghouse No. 95123027 and No. 96072024)
9 Lead Agency for Program EIR: The Regents of the University of California
10. Date Program EIR Certified: September 23, 1994

A. Intr ion

The environmental analysis for the University of California at Davis (UC Davis) Laboratory for Energy-Related
Health Research and South Campus Disposal Site (LEHR/SCDS) Interim Remedial Actions project (proposed
project) is tiered from the University of California, Davis 1994 Long Range Development Plan (LRDP)
Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The 1994 LRDP EIR is a program EIR, prepared pursuant to Section 15168
of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations,
Section 15000 et. seq.). The 1994 LRDP EIR analyzed full implementation of uses and physical development
proposed under the 1994 LRDP. The environmental analysis in the 1994 LRDP EIR was revised by the EIR
prepared for the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Replacement Project in March 1997 (State Clearinghouse

JNJOB\UCDAVIS\LEHRSCDS IS Page-1 April 23, 1997



Draft Tiered Initial Study UC Davis LEHR/SCDS IRA Project

No. 95123027 and No. 96072024). Hereafter, references to the 1994 LRDP EIR include the 1994 LRDP EIR
as revised by the 1997 WWTP EIR unless otherwise noted.

The CEQA concept of “tiering” refers to the coverage of general environmental matters in broad program-level
EIRs, with subsequent focussed environmental documents for individual projects that implement the program.
The project environmental document incorporates by reference the discussions in the Program EIR and
concentrates on project-specific issues. CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines encourage the use of tiered
environmental documents to reduce delays and excessive paperwork in the environmental review process. This
is accomplished in tiered documents by eliminating repetitive analyses of issues that were adequately addressed
in the Program EIR and by incorporating those analyses by reference.

In accordance with CEQA Sections 15152 and 15168(c), this project is tiered to the 1994 LRDP EIR (State
Clearing House No. 94022005) which is hereby incorporated by reference, and which is available for review
during normal operating hours at the UC Davis Planning and Budget Office at 376 Mrak Hall, University of
California, Davis. The 1994 LRDP EIR analyzed the overall effects of campus growth and facility development
through the year 2005-06 and identified measures to mitigate the significant adverse project and cumulative
impacts associated with that growth.

The tiering of the environmental analysis for the proposed project allows this Tiered Initial Study to rely on the
1994 LRDP EIR for the foliowing:

discussion of general background and setting information for environmental topic areas,
overall growth-related issues;

u issues that were evaluated in sufficient detail in the 1994 LRDP EIR for which there is no significant new
information or change in circumstances that would require further analysis; and

u long-term cumulative impacts.

Thus, this Initial Study should be viewed in conjunction with the UC Davis 1994 LRDP EIR. The purpose of this
Initial Study is to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the project with respect to the 1994 LRDP EIR
to determine what level of additional environmental review, if any, is appropriate. Based on the analysis contained
in this Initial Study, one of the following determinations will be made:

w the project is exempt from CEQA,
the project incrementally contributes to, but does not exceed, environmental impacts previously identified
in the 1994 LRDP EIR, no additional mitigation measures are required, and preparation of Findings
consistent with this determination is appropriate;

w the project would result in new impacts that were not previously identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR, but
there is no substantial evidence that such new impacts may have a significant effect on the environment
and preparation of a Negative Declaration is appropriate;

- the project would result in new potentially significant impacts that were not previously identified in the
1994 LRDP EIR, but proposed project-specific mitigation measures would reduce such impacts to a
point where clearly no significant effects would occur and there is no substantial evidence the project as

JAJOB\UCDAVIS\LEHRSCDS.IS Page-2 April 23, 1997
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mitigated may have a significant effect on the environment, in which case preparation of a mitigated
Negative Declaration would be appropriate; or

& the project would result in new significant environmental impacts not previously identified in the LRDP
EIR, and preparation of a tiered EIR would be appropriate.

Mitigation measures identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR that apply to the proposed project will be required to be

implemented as part of the project. The mitigation measures in the 1994 LRDP EIR that are appropriate to be
implemented as part of the project are identified and discussed in Section IV.

B. Organization of Tiered Initial Study

This Tiered Initial Study is organized into the following sections.

Section I - Background: provides summary background information about the project sponsor, proposed
project, and 1994 LRDP. In addition, this section includes a summary introduction describing the tiering process
and content of the Tiered Initial Study.

Section II - Project Description: includes the description of the proposed project.

Section III - Consistency with the 1994 LRDP: describes the project's consistency with the 1994 LRDP.
Section IV - Tiered Environmental Checklist: contains the Tiered Environmental Checklist form. The
Checklist form is used to assist in evaluating the potential environmental impacts of the proposed project with
respect to the 1994 LRDP EIR. The Checklist form identifies potential project effects as follows:

1. new potentially significant project impacts that were not adequately analyzed in the 1994 LRDP EIR,

or previously identified significant impacts for which new feasible mitigation measures are available;
2 new less-than-significant impacts;

3. environmental impacts of the project that were adequately analyzed and mitigated in the 1994 LRDP
EIR; and
4. effects that would not result in any adverse environmental impact.

This section also contains an explanation of all checklist answers, applicable recommended 1994 LRDP EIR
mitigation measures, and project-specific mitigation measures.

Section V - Environmental Factors Potentially Affected: identifies which environmental factors were
determined to be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant
Impact" as indicated by the Tiered Environmental Checklist.

Section VI - Mitigation Measures: summarizes applicable 1994 LRDP EIR mitigation measures and project-
specific mitigation measures identified in Section [V.
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Section VII - Determination: identifies the determination of whether impacts associated with project
development are significant, and what, if any, additional environmental documentation would be required.

Section VIII - Reference: lists information sources used to develop this Initial Study.
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IL. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The following project description is based on information contained in several documents, including the
Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis, Groundwater Interim Remedial Action, LEHR Environmental
Restoration (Dames & Moore, 1997a) and Data Gaps Work Plan, LEHR Environmental Restoration, Davis,
California (Dames & Moore, 1996a). In addition, information contained in several data transmittals is included
in the project description.

The proposed project includes soil and groundwater Interim Remedial Actions (IRAs), which are near-term
chemical release clean-up actions. Undertaken consistent with Sections 104 and 106 of the Comprehensive
Environmental Responsibility and Compensation Liability Act (CERCLA), IRAs are intended to prevent,
minimize, or mitigate damage to public health or the environment, which may otherwise result from a release or
threat of release. IRAs are undertaken when appropriate response actions are limited in number and reasonably
obvious. The proposed project IRAs address existing chemical and/or radiological releases to-soil and
groundwater believed to have resulted from operation of waste disposal areas at the LEHR/SCDS site, and the
proposed project would reduce impacts associated with the chemical releases. In agreement with the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), UC Davis has assumed the lead role for groundwater remediation activities at the
site, including groundwater cleanup, and remediation of soils in certain areas.

Future remediation actions will depend on results of on-going characterization investigations at the LEHR/SCDS
site. These actions will be subject to appropriate environmental analysis under CEQA and possibly the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) once the site is adequately characterized and a comprehensive remediation
program proposed.

A. Project Location

Al UC Davis

The 5,150 acre Campus is located in Yolo and Solano counties approximately 72 miles northeast of San
Francisco, 15 miles west of the City of Sacramento, and adjacent to the City of Davis. The Campus, in general,
comprises four campus units: Central Campus, South Campus, West Campus, and Russell Ranch (see Figure 3-2,
Regional and Local Setting, on page 3-5 of the 1994 LRDP Draft EIR). The “Main Campus” refers to Central,
South, and West Campus units, excluding Russell Ranch.

Most academic and extracurricular activities occur within the Central Campus. The Central Campus is bounded
approximately by Russell Boulevard to the north, State Route 113 (SR 113) to the west, Interstate 80 (I-80) and
the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks to the south and 1st or A Street to the east. The South Campus is located
south of I-80 and north of the South Fork of Putah Creek. The West Campus is located to the west of SR 113 and
is bordered by Putah Creek to the south, Russell Boulevard to the north, and on the west by private property. The
South and West Campus units are contiguous with the Central Campus and are used primarily for field teaching
and research.

J\JOB\UCDAVIS\LEHRSCDS.IS Page-5 April 23, 1997
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The 1,590 acre Russell Ranch portion of the Campus lies to the west, separated from the West Campus by
approximately 1%z miles of privately owned agricultural land. Russell Ranch was acquired by the Campus in 1990
and is intended for use in large scale agricultural and environmental research and the study of sustainable
agricultural practices. Russell Ranch is bordered roughly by County Road 96 on the east, Putah Creek on the
south, Covell Boulevard on the north, and Russell Boulevard on the west and northwest.

A2 The LEHR/SCDS Site, Surrounding Land Uses, and Project Site

This section describes the area where chemical releases are known and/or suspected to have occurred,
surrounding land uses, and the area containing the proposed project, the latter referred to as the project site
throughout this document.

LEHR/SCDS Site and Surrounding Land Uses

The 15-acre former LEHR site—now occupied by the Institute of Toxicology and Environmental Health
Research, or ITEH—and the South Campus Disposal Site (SCDS) are located within the South Campus of UC
Davis (Figure 1); this area is identified as LEHR/SCDS, throughout this document. The LEHR/SCDS site is
bordered by Old Davis Road on the west; other UC Davis research facilities including the Oncology Laboratory
and the California Center for Equine Health and Performance (CCEHP) to the north; an unnamed drainage canal
to the east; and South Putah Creek Levee Road to the south (Figure 2). The LEHR/SCDS site is fenced and
bordered by trees on the north, south, and west. A human-made channel containing the South Fork of Putah
Creek, which flows west to east, is just south of the LEHR/SCDS site. Southemn Pacific Railroad tracks are
oriented southwest-northeast, “.-mile northwest. U.S. Interstate 80 freeway lies %-mile northwest. Two
residences are situated Y4-mile to the south. The remainder of the land south and east of the LEHR/SCDS site is
relatively flat, tilled agricultural land.

Buildings at the LEHR/SCDS site include the following, which are illustrated on Figure 2:

the Toxic Pollutant Health Research Laboratory

small animal quarters

storage and shop buildings

the Cellular Biology Laboratory

the Main Office and Laboratory

the former animal hospital buildings

the former medical clinic building

inactive animal waste treatment systems (demolished)

the former animal geriatrics facility

the former cobalt-60 auxiliary building and irradiation field

These buildings are currently used for a variety of research and other uses by ITEH.

The LEHR/SCDS site includes three inactive landfill units. Inactive Landfill Units No. 1 and No. 2 are located
within the southern portion of the LEHR/SCDS site (Figure 2). Inactive Landfill Unit No. 1 is located beneath
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